Effect of nicotinic acid on cochlear blood flow.
Effects of nicotinic acid on cochlear blood flow were studied in rats by the microsphere method. One measurement was performed before drug administration and the second after i.v. injection of the nicotinic acid 25 mg/kg body weight. No measurable effect on cochlear blood flow was observed in normal animals. In one group of animals the cervical sympathetic trunks were cut and the distal part on one side was electrically stimulated during the measurements. On the unstimulated side the cochlear blood flow was significantly higher than in intact animals, but uninfluenced by nicotinic acid. On the sympathetically stimulated side a significant increase of the cochlear blood flow occurred after nicotinic acid administration.